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SUBJECT: CEMENT WORKER STRIKE CALLED 

REF: (A) TEGUCIGALPA A-58, (B) TEGUCIGALPA 3776, (C) TEGUCIGALPA 
A-55 

1 . HONDURAS SECOND MAJOR STRIKE OF THE YEAR MAY BEGIN 
DECEMBER 27 IF CEMENT WORKERS WALK OFF AS NOW PLANNED. 
ONLY OTHER STRIKE THIS YEAR, AT THE TEXACO REFINERY 
(REFTEL), WAS RESOLVED WHEN BOTH SIDES ALBEIT RELUCTANTLY 
ACCEPTED AN ARBITRATION BOARD S DECISION. 

2. CEMENT WORKERS UNION HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING TO RESOLVE 

A CONTRACTUAL DISPUTE WITH THE HONDURAN CEMENT COMPANY 
RELATING TO NIGH SHIFT PAYMENTS. THE DISPUTE GOES BACK 
TO 1968 AND LENGTHY ATTEMPTS AT MEDIATION AND CONCILIATION 
HAVE REACHED AN IMPASSE. THE MEMBERSHIP APPARENTLY 
BELIEVES THE ISSUE MUST BE BROUGHT TO A HEAD AND LAST 
WEEK VOTED OVERWHELMINGLY IN FABOR OF GOING ON STRIKE. 

3. THE UNION (SITRACEHAS) HAS THE PROMISED SUPPORT 

OF THE POWERFUL NORTH COAST LABOR DEFERATION (FESITRANH), 
WHOSE LEADER CELEO GONZALEZ BELIEVES THAT AN IMPORTANT 
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ISSUE FOR THE LABOR MOVEMENT IS AT STAKE. FESITRANH 
LEADERS HAVE TALKED OF A POSSIBLE GENERAL STRIKE BUT 
ARE NOT YET COMMITTED. PRIVATE INDUSTRY SOURCES HAVE 
PREDICTED SERIOUS ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL CONSEQUENCES 
FOR THE COUNTRY, AND THERE HAS BEEN SOME SPECULATION 
THAT THE GOVERNMENT MIGHT "MILITARIZE" THE WORKERS AS 
IT DID IN THE TEXACO STRIKE. THE COUNTRY'S CEMENT RESERVES 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ARE REPORTEDLY VERY LOW AND A STRIKE WOULD HAVE ALMOST 
IMMEDIATE REPERCUSSIONS IN THE IMPORTANT CONSTRUCTION 
INDUSTRY. NEGOTIATIONS HAVE NOW BEEN BROKEN OFF ALTHOUGH 
BEHIND THE SCENES CONTACTS ARE PROBABLY STILL CONTINUING 
IN AN ATTEMPT TO AVERT THE STRIKE. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE THE CEMENT WORKERS STRIKE IS LEGAL, 

A GENERAL STRIKE OR SELECTIVE STRIKES IN SUPPORT OF THE 
CEMENT WORKERS ARE NOT. FESITRANH ITSELF CANNOT CALL 
A GENERAL STRIKE UNTIL A SPECIAL MEETING OF ITS 
AFFILIATES IS HELD. SOME PRIVATE INDUSTRY LEADERS 
AHVE ACCUSED THE STRIKE OF HAVING A POLITICAL INTENT, 
PROFESSING TO SEE A LINK BETWEEN THE NEWLY FORMED 
REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (PRH) AND UNION LEADERS (REF C). 

IN FACT, THOSE UNION LEADERS INVOLVED IN THE STRIKE 
HAVE BEEN OPPOSED TO THE FORMATION OF A LABOR ORIENTED 
POLITICAL PARTY (REF C). 

JARAMILLO 
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